1 Confidential report

| says officers implicated
| in the abuse of Tamils

| were deployed in Africa

‘\ [ﬁﬁ Townsend

| The UN hasbeen sending alleged war
criminals to act as peacekeepers in
conflict zones, 3 confidential report
| claims.

| . The document.seenhythe Observer,
| and sent to the UN'S Department Of
peacekeeping Qperations last month,
claims that senior Sri pLankan offic-
ers accused of war crimes have been
deployed to UN operations in Mali,
| Lebanon, parfur and gouth Sudan.
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confidential, claims a cohort
of senior Sri Lankan command-
| ers who have been deployed t© UN
operations were involved in alleged
| abuses during the final phase of war
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tions in Mali, west Africa, and who
controlled gri Lankan troop divi-
| sions alleged t0 have committed war
crimes during the finale of Sti Lanka’s
26-year civil war, which left at Jeast
people dead.

keeping mission
was not eventually deployed.
However, it is confirmed that in
2016 a genior Sri Lankan officer
arfur, western Sudan,
| and another was deployed to south
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sri Lankan ‘war crimin:
used as UN peac

gudan where fighting continues.
Although the UN has introduced
4 vetting process for Sri Lankan
soldiers involved in its peacekeep-
ing missions, which is designed to
screen out anyone who was involved
in frontline combat positions in the

military offensive,
reports of gross violations of inter-
national humanitarian law emerged,
including allegations of repeated tar-
geted attacks on civilians, hospitals
and extrajudicial killings.

yasmin Sooka, executive director

A UN peacekeeper in Darfur
_in2016,aSri Lankan
officer was sent there.

of the Inte rnational Truthand Justice
project, who has saton 2 UN com-

mission inquiry into gexual exploi-
tation and abuse by peacekeepers in

there has been 7ero accountability -
instead, alleged war criminals have

inals’
ekeepersS
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Lanka who are desperate for justice.
The UN needs to ensure countries
like Sri Lanka publish the names and
hs of their peacekeepers a

Lanka’s Special Task Force who may
be deployed by the UN.

His letter makes reference to
a senior Sri Lankan special task
force officer «who appears to be
currently deployed in Africa in
a UN peacekeep'mg role, despite
there being allegations that he was
involved in ordering gummary €xe-
cutions of Tamils in the east of Sti
Lanka during the war”.
A UN peacekeeping gpokesperson

said it was developing a strict vetting

The UN said it was working with
the govemment of SriLankato ensure
that the country’s domestic screening
process complied with the UN's pol-
icy on screening personnel. “This is
necessary before the UN can receive
any further deployments or rota-
tions from Sti Lanka,” it added. “The
national Human Rights Commission
playsakey role in this process andwe
trust the gmfemment will facilitate its
important work”



