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Thirty-seven civil society organisations and 170 individuals yesterday released a
statement condemning the threats against Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka
Chairperson Dr. Deepika Udagama.
Given below is the full statement:
We are appalled at statements akin to death threats, violence and hate speech against
the Chairperson of the Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka (HRCSL), Dr. Deepika
Udagama, a highly respected scholar and human rights advocate. We express grave
concern and alarm at these statements and extend our solidarity and support to Dr.
Udagama.
We take this opportunity to welcome the independent, substantive and transparent
policy interventions made by the HRCSL under Dr. Udagama’s leadership. We also
welcome the Commission’s proactive investigations into individual cases and the
consultative processes and mechanisms it has put in place including with government
and non-government entities. Among the Commission’s work has been the
independent vetting process undertaken in relation to the deployment of military
personnel for UN peacekeeping operations, which has led to these recent threats. We
reiterate that this is part of the mandate of the HRCSL and applaud its commitment to
continue despite threats. We welcome the HRCSL‟s transparency in clarifying the
process of this work in response to misleading and false information published by
some media.
The threats against Dr. Udagama as chairperson of the HRCSL, made by Rear
Admiral (Rtd.) Sarath Weerasekera, former Director General of the Civil Defence
Force, at a media briefing called by the “Jathika Sanvidana Ekatuwa” and published in

“Mawbima” a weekly Sinhala language newspaper, on 29 June 2018, are directly
linked to the HRCSL’s role in this vetting process, undertaken at the request of the
Government of Sri Lanka and with the agreement of the Sri Lanka Army. Dr. Udagama
was also accused of working with NGOs to treacherously further the interests of the
Tigers, and Rear Admiral Weerasekera called for the death penalty for all traitors under
the rule of a patriotic Government.
The nature of the attack against Dr. Udagama is of course nothing new. Rear Admiral
Weerasekera and others like him routinely seek to discredit, delegitimise and dismiss
opinions and actions of those that they are not in agreement with as the work of
“NGOs, tiger terrorists and unpatriotic elements” without engaging in reasoned and
rational debate. The mainstream media simply reproduces these statements without
any analysis or investigation of what is being said.
The current leadership of the HRCSL has time and again demonstrated its
independence from the State and private entities. We wish to stress that the
Commissioners of the HRCSL were selected by the Constitutional Council, established
by popular demand, through the 19th Amendment to the Constitution of Sri Lanka in
2015. It is the diligence and good practice established by the current leadership that
resulted in the HRCSL being reinstated to an institution with “A” status under the Paris
Principles of 1993, which frame and guide the work of National Human Rights
Institutions across the world. We welcome this recognition as another indicator of the
institutional integrity re-established by the HRCSL under the leadership of Dr.
Udagama.
That the HRCSL Chairperson should be threatened publicly in such a manner, and that
the Mawbima newspaper chose to highlight such irresponsible statements is a matter
of serious concern. We condemn these statements and the impunity with which they
are made. We call on the President, the Prime Minister and all political leaders to
publicly express their confidence in the Chairperson and HRCSL, ensure her
protection and that of the other Commissioners and Staff of HRCSL, and enable a safe
environment conducive to the work of the HRCSL being carried out without
interference, threat or compromise.

Share This Article

DISCLAIMER:
1. All comments will be moderated by the Daily FT Web Editor.
2. Comments that are abusive, obscene, incendiary, defamatory or irrelevant will not be published.
3. We may remove hyperlinks within comments.
4. Kindly use a genuine email ID and provide your name.
5. Spamming the comments section under diﬀerent user names may result in being blacklisted.

COMMENTS
1 Comment

Daily FT

1
!

Login

& Recommend

Sort by Newest

⤤ Share

Join the discussion…
LOG IN WITH

OR SIGN UP WITH DISQUS ?

Name

kumar dassenaieke • 7 days ago

any comments made by HRCSL,regarding to statements made by Ms Wijekala & Mr
Vigneshwaran?? about LTTE???

△ ▽ • Reply • Share ›

ALSO ON DAILY FT

SLFP …

Top …

1 comment • 4 days ago

1 comment • 5 days ago

Buddhist —

Appu Dasa —

New …

Govt. …

1 comment • 5 days ago

6 comments • 7 days ago

VIJITHA DE ALWIS —

NPathirana —

✉ Subscribe d Add Disqus to your siteAdd DisqusAdd
🔒 Disqus' Privacy PolicyPrivacy PolicyPrivacy

FT Quick Guide

Travel / Tourism
(http://www.ft.lk/travel-tourism/27)

IT / Telecom / Tech
(http://www.ft.lk/it-telecom-tech/50)

Financial Services
(http://www.ft.lk/financial-services/42)

Business News
(http://www.ft.lk/business/34)

Today's Columnists
Colonial Christian mentality of nationalist Sinhala Buddhists
(http://www.ft.lk/columns/Colonial-Christian-mentality-of-nationalist-Sinhala-Buddhists/4-659580)
There was an article published under the name Cat’s Eye titled ‘Divorce law in Sri
Lanka: Fostering animosity, not relationships’ on 11 July
(http://www.ft.lk/columns/Divorce-law-in-Sri-Lanka--Fostering-animosity--notrelationships/4-658793). W

Tuesday, 24 July
2018

Japanese Football Team demonstrates to the world
(http://www.ft.lk/columns/Japanese-Football-Team-demonstrates-to-the-world/4-659578)
A popular video clip going around in social media shows how the Japanese Football
Team cleaned and tidied the dressing room and their spectator stand, after they lost
their match recently and was getting ready to leave for home. To some, this was su

Tuesday, 24 July
2018

Is the Government budget slowing the economy?
(http://www.ft.lk/columns/Is-the-Government-budget-slowing-the-economy-/4-659577)

Tuesday, 24 July
2018

Graduates have responsibility to impart digital knowledge to fellow
citizens
(http://www.ft.lk/columns/Graduates-have-responsibility-to-impart-digital-knowledge-to-fellowcitizens/4-659511)
Let me congratulate all those who receive their degrees today at this General
Convocation on the achievements they have made.

Monday, 23 July
2018

OPINION & ISSUES MORE

COLUMNISTS MORE + (HTTP://WWW.FT.LK/COLUMNISTS/4)

Govt. must invest in young people as they are the economy’s most
important asset
(http://www.ft.lk/opinion/Govt--must-invest-in-young-people-as-they-are-the-economy-s-mostimportant-asset/14-659597)

CMC’s priorities are topsy-turvy
(http://www.ft.lk/opinion/CMC-s-priorities-are-topsy-turvy/14-659581)

Is the Government budget slowing the economy?
(http://www.ft.lk/columns/Is-the-Government-budget-slowing-the-economy-/4-659577)

The kind of ‘liberals’ we are
(http://www.ft.lk/opinion/The-kind-of--liberals--we-are/14-659576)
OPINION & ISSUES MORE + (HTTP://WWW.FT.LK/OPINION/14)

Special Report
Sri Lanka to play key role in defusing tension in Indian Ocean: PM
(http://www.ft.lk/special-report/Sri-Lanka-to-play-key-role-in-defusing-tension-in-Indian-Ocean-PM/22-659307)

Empowering the future generation with cyber security insights
(http://www.ft.lk/special-report/Empowering-the-future-generation-with-cyber-security-insights/22658825)

China’s economic confidence stays strong
(http://www.ft.lk/special-report/China-s-economic-confidence-stays-strong/22-658373)

Tech giants tap into AI health care market
(http://www.ft.lk/special-report/Tech-giants-tap-into-AI-health-care-market/22-658372)
SPECIAL REPORT MORE + (HTTP://WWW.FT.LK/SPECIAL-REPORT/22)

FT View
Reducing indebtness
(http://www.ft.lk/ft-view/Reducing-indebtness/58-659582)

Milk muddle
(http://www.ft.lk/ft-view/Milk-muddle/58-659527)

Liberalisation and jobs
(http://www.ft.lk/ft-view/Liberalisation-and-jobs/58-659445)

Sensible public recruitment
(http://www.ft.lk/ft-view/Sensible-public-recruitment/58-659376)
FT VIEW MORE + (HTTP://WWW.FT.LK/FT-VIEW/58)

INSIDE SECTORS
All the content on this website is copyright protected and can be reproduced only by giving the due
courtesy to 'ft.lk' Copyright © 2004 Wijeya Newspapers Ltd.

